
  

 

EIGHTH ANNUAL EVENT TO BE HELD APRIL 23    

 It almost doesn’t seem possible that 

we are gearing up for our Eighth Annual Gala 

Event to be held on April 23, 2010, which 

would have been Gene’s 63rd birthday. 

 Save the date!  We’re looking forward 

to another wonderful evening filled with good 

food, good friends, wonderful prizes, and 

fabulous entertainment.   

 We are excited to announce that the 

2010 event will again feature entertainment 

by Peter Oprisko.  Peter entertained at our 

2009 event and we had many requests for a 

return engagement so….he has agreed to join 

us again in April.  Often described as the 

American Michael Buble or the next Frank Si-

natra,  Peter  entertains audiences of all ages 

with his seductive vocals, engaging charisma, 

and amazing musical knowledge!  If you at-

tended in 2009, you know  you can look for-

ward to fabulous entertainment.  If you 

missed him, this is your chance to see him  

perform.   
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 So please plan to join us on Friday, April 

23 and be sure to bring your friends.  The only 

way we can continue to grow is with your help.  It 

will be a wonderful evening with great entertain-

ment and we’re hoping that you will help us ’break 

our record’ in 2010 by attending and bringing lots 

of people with you.   

 We are always looking for new ways to 

make our events fun and entertaining for every-

one, so if you have any input or suggestions 

please send them to us.  We are in the planning 

stages now and welcome any and all ideas.  We’re 

not sure exactly what we are going to do, but we 

promise it will be a great evening! 

 If you want to volunteer to help, we 

would love to hear from you.  If you have a prize 

to donate for the raffle, we greatly appreciate 

it.  If you know someone who would like to be 

added to the dinner invitation list, let us know.  

Just e-mail sandie@generoman.org for any of 

these items.   

 About 18 months ago, we received a referral from the Jennifer S. Fallick Cancer Support Center 

in Homewood.  The person needing help was the mother of a 12-year-old son who was unable to work full 

time because her treatments for ovarian cancer left her too sick and weak to work more than a few hours 

a week.  At the time she had been working part time for several months and had applied for temporary 

disability but had not yet been approved.  We helped her with some of her expenses for utilities and in-

surance.   

 A couple of weeks ago, we received a check in the mail from her, inside a beautiful card in which 

she had written, “I will never forget your kindness to me during my sickness.  I hope this token of appre-

ciation will help someone else.”   

 We love to get mail like this—not only were we able to help her when she needed it, but she is do-

ing well enough to donate so that others can be helped by our Foundation.   

DO UNTO OTHERS...   
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YOUR DONATIONS 
 

 As always, your donations make it possible for 

us to continuing helping people...one life at a time.  

Since our May newsletter, we have: 

 

 Paid medicine copays for a woman with breast 

 cancer 

 Assisted with living expenses for a 72-year-

 old woman with colon cancer 

 Paid medicine copays for a 69-year-old woman 

 with breast cancer 

 Helped with living expenses for a 38-year-old  

 single mother with metastasized cancer 

 Assisted with living expenses for a young 

 woman with metastasized breast cancer 

 Paid the security deposit for an apartment for 

 a woman with lung cancer 

 Paid utility bills for a woman unable to work 

 due to breast cancer treatments 

 Helped with insurance premiums and taxes for 

 a man with lymphoma 

 Helped with utilities for a woman with bone 

 cancer 

 

 Our referrals continue to come from oncolo-

gists, hospital Cancer Centers, local agencies, former 

patients, and our supporters.  Thanks to you, we are 

able to continue assisting those who often have no-

where else to get help.   

MORE THAN MONEY 
 While our primary purpose is to provide 

financial assistance to cancer patients, we have 

found that we offer more than just money.  For 

example, we often refer patients to Cancer Sup-

port Centers that offer a variety of services to 

cancer patients and their families at no charge.  

We have also compiled a list of drug companies 

who will provide their products at no or reduced 

cost to qualified patients.  We have information 

on companies that provide wigs to cancer pa-

tients, and we often recommend or provide books 

to patients.  If you know someone who requires 

any of this information, e-mail your request to 

sandieroman@yahoo.com.   

 Listed below are some of the local cancer 

support centers who provide services: 

 

Jennifer S. Fallick  

Cancer Support Center 

2028 Elm Road 

Homewood, IL 60430   708-798-9171 

and 

19250 Everett Lane 

Mokena, IL 60448   708-478-3529 

www.cancersupportcenter.org 

 

Gilda’s Club 

537 N. Wells 

Chicago, IL 60654   312-464-4900 

www.gildasclubchicago.org 

 

Wellness Place 

1619 Colonial Parkway 

Palatine, IL 60067   847-221-2400 

www.wellnessplace.org 

 

Wellness House 

131 N County Line Rd 

Hinsdale, IL 60521   (630) 323-5150 

 www.wellnesshouse.org 

 

Cancer Wellness Center 

215 Revere Drive 

Northbrook, IL  60062   847-509-9595 

www.cancerwellness.org 
 

 

 

FOUNDATION WEBSITE 
 Don’t forget to check out our Foundation web-

site for the latest information on what’s happening, 

view current and previous newsletters, and visit the 

photo gallery to see pictures from past Annual Events.  

You can find us at  www.generoman.org.   

THANK YOU!!! 
 A special thank you to Cindy Hill, who recently 

hosted a Lia Sophia Open House and donated a portion 

of her sales to the foundation.  Cindy, who is a Lia 

Sophia consultant, has also offered to donate a por-

tion of her profits to the foundation for any shows 

booked with her before the end of the year.  This is 

your chance to earn free jewelry and help the Foun-

dation.  Call Cindy at 815-463-9421 and be sure to 

tell her you’re booking for the Foundation.   

http://www.wellnesshouse.org/
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 In loving memory of Jean Norbut from 
Diane Armstrong 
 In loving memory of Bob Leoni from 
Michele Roman 
 
 
 In honor of Dan Follenweider’s (cancer 
survivor) 60th birthday 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 If you would like to make a gift to The 

Gene Roman Family Foundation in memory of 

someone, or in honor of a person or an occasion, 

such as a birthday, anniversary, graduation, 

etc., please send your contribution to: 

  

 The Gene Roman Family Foundation 

 18201 Glen Swilly Circle 

 Tinley Park, IL 60477 

 

 Be sure to indicate in whose memory/

honor you are donating, and the occasion if ap-

propriate.  Let us know to whom we should send 

a card, letting them know a gift has been made.  

We’ll take care of the rest—and we’ll put the 

gift to good use.  Thanks! 

IN MEMORY….IN HONOR... 
 

We have received donations: 

  In loving memory of Gene Roman 
from Susan & Jeff Philips 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Kathy Carlson 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Kathy Rynne 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Michele Roman 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Angela & Mike Isbell 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Sandy & Jimmy Wolframski 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Laurel & Tom Kuczysnki 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Madeline Janick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Joy & Mike Kucharski 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Joyce Mikitka 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Phyllis & Chuck Kurecki 
  In loving memory of Eleanor Karr 
from Debbie Arvia 
  In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Dorothy Matul 
   In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Stephanie & Chuck Murach 
  In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Phyllis Pranevicius 
  In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Bill & Patti Riordan 
  In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Dawn & Gerald Puhrmann 
  In loving memory of Jean Norbut 
from Donna Lewis 

REFERRALS WELCOME 
 Just a reminder—if you know of some-

one with cancer who is struggling financially and 

you think the Foundation might be able to help 

them, please let us know.  E-mail us at 

sandie@generoman.org, contact us by phone 

708-532-4454 or regular mail, 18201 Glen 

Swilly Circle, Tinley Park, IL 60477, Attn:  Dis-

bursement Committee.   
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 IN LOVING MEMORY 

GENE ROMAN 

April 23, 1947—May 18, 2004 

The Gene Roman Family 

Foundation 

18201 Glen Swilly Circle 

Tinley Park, IL 60477 
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Phone: 708-532-4454 

Fax: 708-532-5469 

Email: sandie@generoman.org 

     This is the eleventh issue of our semi-annual publication, The Gene Roman Family Founda-

tion Newsletter.  We hope you find it interesting and informative.  Our goal is to keep you up-to-date 

on what’s happening with the Foundation—what we’re doing, who we’re helping, and upcoming 

events.  Your comments and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged at any time.  

     The Gene Roman Family Foundation is a charitable non-profit corporation founded by Gene 
and Sandie Roman in 2003, shortly after Gene was diagnosed with cancer.   Unfortunately, Gene 
passed away in May 2004, but we are proud to continue the work that was his dream – assisting peo-
ple who are fighting cancer and experiencing financial hardship.   
 Our goal is to raise money to directly help people without deducting the large salaries and ad-

ministrative expenses that are sometimes involved in larger organizations.  We are proud to say that 

we have been able to help many individuals who may not have had any other source of financial as-

sistance.  We are staffed entirely by volunteers.  No portion of any donation is used for salaries, nor 

was any portion ever used for any of Gene’s expenses or treatments.  Your gift to The Gene Roman 

Family Foundation, a 501(c)(3) corporation, is tax deductible and will allow us to continue with our 

goals.    

 Our logo was designed by Kevin Kapala.  The Roman column symbolizes Gene's strong char-

acter and strength in his battle with cancer and represents the support one can find from family and 

friends.   The bright sun symbolizes the hope that is within all of us.  It also reminds us that a life 

threatening illness makes one appreciate everything more; the sun shines brighter; the grass is 

greener, etc.  The rays coming off the sun symbolize the family's outreach to others.  

 We at the Gene Roman Family Foundation are extremely proud of the work that Gene began 

and that we carry on, and we are especially grateful for all of our wonderful family, friends, and sup-

porters who so generously contribute to our goals.   Thank you. 

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE DO 


